
Balanced a $5 billion deficit without raising taxes, and 
turned it into a $1.2 billion surplus that refilled our 
reserves in less than 18 months.

Provided an additional $30 million in property tax relief 
for homeowners for an estimated total of $650 million 
to the property tax relief program over the next two 
years, 

Cut red tape to help businesses invest in Minnesota 
and create jobs for Minnesotans by streamlining the 
permitting process, removing duplicate services and 
reforming government so it moves at the speed of 21st 
Century commerce.

Made major reforms in health and human services that 
will result in $1.7 billion in savings and reduced the cost 
curve in spending from a projected increase of 22% in 
the next biennium to 4.8%. 

Shifted emphasis to reading at an early age, repealed 
several state requirements while increasing per pupil 
funding in our district and across the state, and made 
school reforms that will streamline costs.

Accomplishments of the 
2011-12 Legislative Session

Dear Friends and Neighbors:

Although the 2012 Session was a shorter one, it 
was certainly productive.  The Legislature passed a 
number of bills that will move our state toward a 
better economic climate, incite job creation, help 
our students and classroom teachers, and make 
state government work better for taxpayers. 

We worked to provide tax relief for families, to help 
homeowners, and to give tax relief to businesses 
and job creators by making more money  
available for investment, equipment, expansion 
and employees. And although we worked to 
pass bipartisan bills and extend a hand to the 
Governor,  26 of his 30 vetoes had the support of 
both parties.

A second tax bill, re-written to meet the Governor’s 
stated priorities, would have helped with tax 
incentives for new businesses, particularly high-
tech and biomedical businesses. It established 
two tax-increment financing for plans for major 
parcels at the Mall of America including one 
of which is being touted as containing a new 
Mayo Clinic facility. It was also vetoed. What was 
enacted into law was a provision that maintained 
2013 local government aid allocations at the same 
amount they received in 2012. 

But the highlight of this session was watching the 
enacted budget reforms continue to work. Last fall, 
Minnesota Management & Budget was predicting 
a budget shortfall of more than $6 billion. We now 
have a balanced budget without raising taxes, and 
the state’s economy is in the black -- and moving 
forward. 

Thank you for the opportunity to represent you in 
St. Paul. Please feel free to contact me. I hope to 
see you much more this summer! 
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DAVID SENJEM
sen.david.senjem@senate.mn             651- 296-3903 

Majority Leader              District 29 – Dodge & Olmsted Counties

$7B BUDGET TURNAROUND



Select Legislation
in the Minnesota Legislature 
TAX REFORM 
After a series of vetoes from the governor the Legislature 
passed a scaled-down tax bill that targeted tax relief to job 
creators who hire veterans, those who invest in research 
& development, “angel investors,” 
and historic rehabilitation. 
Capital purchases, data center 
refurbishment and those who hire 
interns in Greater Minnesota will 
get tax breaks, and the statewide 
business property tax freeze will be 
limited to one year. 

STATEWIDE INVESTMENT 
The final bonding plan laid out 
$496.4 million in general obligation 
bonds for projects that are 
significant regionally or statewide, 
or that maintain state buildings or 
other assets. 

The Capitol Investment Bill includes 
the following items benefitting our 
area: 

• $8.746M for the workforce center co-location at RCTC 
campus 

• $3M for dam repair/reconstruction under DNR (DNR 
could apply to Lake Shady)

• $3M for Lake Zumbro for dredging

• $6M statewide for Board of Water and Soil Resources to 
acquire land for wetland replacement 

• $30M statewide for local bridges 

• $50K for flood mitigation studies in northern Olmsted 
County

• $16M for Trunk Hwy bonding for a renovated MNDOT 
headquarters on north Hwy 52

• $3M for the Transportation-economic development-
65th St. NW/ Hwy 52 would be eligible

• $13.5M for an addition to the Hormel Institute 

• $47.5M for Business Development for Capitol Grants 
to be awarded by Department of Employment and 
Economic Development, as matching grants to local 
governments whose project applications will be 
prioritized based on 11 listed criteria. The Mayo Civic 
Center expansion could compete for this funding. 

• Extension of earlier bonding grants to Chester Woods 
trail (until 6/30/16) and to the trail connection between 
Douglas and Stagecoach Trails (until 6/30/14)

JOBS FOR VETERANS 
Minnesota companies will have the option to put in place 
their own veterans hiring programs where previously the 
government had prohibited hiring preferences. These 
laws will simplify the hiring process for veterans so that 
Minnesota can capitalize on the range of talents and 
professional values that service members bring to our 

businesses and communities. 

STADIUM 
After months of work, the Legislature passed 
a bill in its final hours that laid the foundation 
for funding a new $975 million NFL stadium, 
including $348 million in state cost (paid for 
by new electronic gaming options that also 
benefit local charities), $150 million from 
the City of Minneapolis, with the team to 
bear $477 million of upfront costs. 

JOB CREATION 
One great bipartisan accomplishment of 
session was to cut red tape to help businesses 
invest in Minnesota and create jobs for 
Minnesotans by streamlining the permitting 
process, removing duplicate services and 
reforming government so it moves at the 
“speed of 21st Century commerce.” 

VOTER ID CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 
Requiring photo ID to vote is an effort to modernize the 
election system, and inspire confidence in the integrity of 
our process. Voters will now have the opportunity to weigh 
in on the November ballot by answering the question: 
“shall the Minnesota Constitution be amended to require 
all voters to present valid photo identification to vote and 
to require the state to provide free identification to eligible 
voters, effective July 1, 2013?” 

HEALTH CARE 
One of the major achievements of the 2012 Session was the 
Omnibus Health and Human Services bill which enhances 
funding to several HHS programs of importance to our 
citizens by $18 million. This bill garnered overwhelming 
bipartisan support, with an approach to ensures care 
for the most vulnerable with a focus on the elderly and 
disabled. 

TEACHER LAYOFF REFORM (VETOED) The Legislature 
worked to craft a bill to send to the Governor regarding 
Minnesota’s strict “Last In, First Out” (LIFO) standard for 
layoffs of teachers. Its intent was to ensure that Minnesota 
students have the highest performing teachers in their 
classrooms regardless of seniority,

SCHOOL SHIFT PAYBACK (VETOED) Governor Dayton 
vetoed a measure that would have paid back $430 million 
in delayed payments to Minnesota schools, using funds 
from the state’s new budget reserves. If the Governor had 
signed this bill, more timely payments would have allowed 
schools a better chance of avoiding short-term borrowing 
and related interest costs.



PRO-JOB GROWTH & 
SENSIBLE GOVERNMENT 
INITIATIVES

Leadership delivers results

• Balanced the budget by prioritizing spending 
without raising taxes 

• Ushered legislation to streamline and 
accelerate the environmental permitting 
process into law 

• Passed bills to phase out statewide business 
property tax and eliminate the State General 
Tax Inflator 

• Brought forward a financially responsible plan 
to speed up school aid payments 

• Advanced bill authorizing schools to base 
layoffs on effectiveness before seniority 

• Prioritized bills to help bend the cost curve of 
health care 

• Passed Voter ID constitutional amendment 

• Advanced bills for lawsuit reform

• Passed shared parenting reform 

• Stopped Governor Dayton’s $4.1 
billion tax increase proposal 

• Rejected 27 percent autopilot 
spending increase

• Prevented forced unionization of 
private, daycare businesses 

• Halted nearly $2 billion in 
taxpayer funded borrowing bills 
presented in 2011 and 2012 

• Tackled overreaching state 
mandates, restoring local control 

• Advanced market-based reforms 
as a substitute to Obamacare

DEFENSE AGAINST JOB-KILLING 
TAX HIKES & GOVERNMENT 
OBSTACLES



Questions on bills?  www.leg.state.mn.us/leg/legis.asp or www.senate.mn/senatorsenjem

About David Senjem

Dave Senjem, a native of Hayfield, resides in 
Rochester where he retired from Mayo Clinic. 
He has served in the Senate since 2003, and 
in 2006 was elected by his Senate peers as 
Senate Minority Leader and in 2011 as Senate 
Majority Leader. Senator Senjem’s committee 
assignments include chairmanship of the 
Capital Investment and Rules & Administration 
committees, and he is a member of the Committee on Taxes.

Among the many issues he has worked on he is most proud of the start of the University of Minnesota 
Rochester, the development of the Minnesota Biobusiness Center in Rochester, progress on the development 
of the Stagecoach Trail and restoration of Lake Zumbro. Senator Senjem has championed bills important to 
families within the autism and the disability community and sponsored a bill which will establish a $2 donation 
option related to anatomical gifts, to be collected as part of vehicle registration and driver licensing.  This 
will provide grants to organ procurement organizations and organizations that advocate for organ and tissue 
donation. Included in the Omnibus Transportation bill, Sen. Senjem sponsored a measure that designates a 
pedestrian bridge over Trunk Highway 14 in Rochester as the “Arianna Celeste McNamara Memorial Bridge” 
and directs the Department of Transportation to erect signage near the bridge. He also sponsored a bill which
designates Hwy 14 as the “Black and Yellow Trail” which became law.

Senator Senjem’s utmost priority is his sense of service. He believes first and foremost that listening to and 
serving the needs of constituents is the highest priority any legislator can and should have. 

Above: March 8th: Rochester on Tour at the Capitol
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Dayton, GOP Senate 
Majority Leader 
David Senjem, 
and DFL Minority 
Leader Tom 
Bakk at a media 
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the legislative 
session.
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